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DVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Amuſement. (for ſuch I 
preſume it will prove to the Reader) 
1 is, to ſpeak Truth, no other than the 
Product of a diſtemper d Brain. It was 
ound ſome few Days ſince, in a Hole of the 
all in one of the Wards of the Hoſpital of 
1 edlam, where a young diſtracted Scholar of 
Flare-Hall a Cambridge had been lately kept. 
remember, about two Tears ago, to have ſeen 
hat Gentleman there, upon the unfortunate 
Dccaſion before-mentioned: He Was as tall, 
roper, and handſome 4 Man, dt ever I laid 
=» Eyes on. And as F was again the other 
Day accidentally walking in the ſaid Hoſpital, 
nd inquiring of one of the Keepers what 
W425 become of the Cambridge Scholar; he 
%% me that he had been dead about ſeven 
Weeks; but that he had left an odd Relique 
Bind him; which he ſhewed me, and was 
phat you will find contain'd in the following 
A 2 Sheets. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
Sheets. The Fellow was ſo civil, feeing 


was 4 Clergyman and look d upon the Writing 
as a Curioſity, as tomake me a Preſent of it M ki 


Aud I, having read it over, and finding no 
thing in it to the Diſhonour of the Churc 
as by Law Eſtabliſhed, but ſomething whim 


ſically entertaining, do with the ſame frei ; 


Spirit with which UA Was. given to me, impart 
75 to the Publick, 
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the material World, which are obvious 
to our Sight, ſuch as the Planets, and 
A fix'd Stars, They who laid down the 
Writ Deſcriptions and Accounts of them were as 
ZFondly prejudic'd in favour of their own Opinions, 
Powever defective they may have prov'd fince, as 
Poen the Copernicans are at preſent of theirs; fo 1, 
peing in a manner the firſt who have made uſe of 
he Teleſcope of Reaſon in diſcovering the diftin& 
nd particular Spheres of that which is Immaterial, I 
ean Religion, hope I may without much Preſump- 
ion be allowed to pronounce the following Syſtem 
ally capable of ſolving all the Phenomena, and ac- 
Founting for all the Motions thereof; at leaſt till 
ome finer Genius may ariſe, illuminated with a 
righter Blaze of Truth, born for the Good of Man- 
ind, to improve upon this Scheme, and carry his 
DP ſcoverics ſome Degrees beyond what I have 
dne. | 

In the mean time give me leave to aſſert, that 

ry few are furniſht with Capacities proper for 
peculations of this kind; not but that moiſt Peo- 
le are born with the Sight of their Reaſon natu- 
rally 
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ing their Sight, by unnatural Applications take away 


bly in a right way. 
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rally very good and clear; But their ignorant Pa- 
rents (following the Manner of their 2 Educati- 
on) put them ſoon after their Birth into the Hands 
of quack Oculiſts, who under a Pretence of rectify- 


that little they have, and generally ſpoil their Eyes 
for ever. They bring over them a Diſtemper called 
the Gutia Serena, which is, when the Eyes look 
fair and clear as thoſe that ſee well, yet in reality 
diſcern nothing; only differing in this reſpe& from 
the ſame Diſtemper in the material Eye, that where- 
as in the one the Patient ſeems to others to ſee 
very well, tho' he is conſcious to himſelf that he 
is ſtark blind; in the other, he flatters himſelf that 
he fees very well, tho' really and truly as blind as 
a Mill-Horſe, yoak'd to a Machine with which he 
trudges on in a perpetual Round, tho? he confi- 
dently believes himſelf to be conducted on infalli- 


- 


Such is the natural Strength of ſome, that ſome- 
times after many Years they throw off the Preju- 
dices they have received from the Quacks, and by 
virtue of a good Conſtitution regain their Sight. 
I my ſelf am an Inftance of this, having arriv'd to 
the twenty ſecond Year of my Age, before I knew 
any Uſe of the Eyes of my Reaſon upon this Oc- 
caſion; which having now by a ten Years Practice 
improv'd to a tolerable _— of Perfection, | 
have ventur'd to expoſe theſe my Obſervations te 
the view of the Reaſonable World. Tis from them 
expect that Applauſe which is the due Encou- 
ragement of Arts, and to their Decifions I ſubmi 
the Juſtneſs of the following Syſtem. If they com 
mend and like ir, I ſhall be happy in a pardonable 
Vanity; if they diſlike or diſapprove of any Party 
it will certainly be done with ſo much Reaſon ane 
Candour, that I ſhall enjoy my own — 

| | | of) 
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1 look upon them as Guides, that have introduc'd 


me to the Preſence of Truth; bur at the ſame time 
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do obſtinately refuſe to pay any Deference to the 
Examinations of thoſe, of what Sort or Condition 
ſoever, who are affected with the Cutta Serena; the 
very Quacks themſelves,” for all their great Brags, 
being as little qualified to judge of this Syſtem, as 
2 Beau wich all his Pocket Glaſſes is to diſcourſe 
= of Newton's Optics. et 1: | 


} 
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De Primum Mobile. 


; HAT of all Religions CHRISTIANITY is 
1 the only true One, a Man may be inform'd with» 
cout the Aſſiſtance ofa Teleſcope ; it is a Mathematical 
XX Demonſtration, and an Axiom in Aftronomics of 
this Kind; by which the Powers of all other Reli- 
gions may be known, their Excellency or Preference 
depending altogether upon their Diſtance from, or 
Approach to it. This being laid down as a Poſtu- 
latum, I ſhall proceed to give a diſtin Account of 
the whole Syſtem of Religion, as it preſented it ſelf 
to the view of my Reaſon, -thro' my own Tubes 
and as it will appear to any Man, who will make 
uſe of Glaſſes prepar'd after the ' ſame manner. 
W hich is no more than' this; by Application to 
learn the Art of grinding them your ſelf, till you 
have fitted them to your own Sight, and by no 
means ro truſt to the idle Toys made by common 


Mechanics, who make it their Buſineſs to amuſe 


= with a Thing call'd by a hard Name, which 
rings no Profit with it, but what comes into their 
1 Pockets. 
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minous Orb; as conſpicnous; at preſent in our 


Plane of his Diſc Tae e nd, at arit oy 
View, reſembled a freth. Coin of char Mera), of, the 


the Image af a beautiful Virgin, entertaining che 
Eye of the Beholder with her naked Charms. Her 
[Hair was agreeably braided and bound in a fpiral 
Wreath on the Top of her Head; leſt, the, f : 

Treſſes ſhould ſhade.a Mole, or Dimple, or {ome o- 
ther Beauty: The Nymph was conſcious of hex,own 3% 
Perfections, and therefore unwilling ta conceal. any 
Feature, or part of her Body, from the Curiↄſity 
of her Lovers. Her Hands were ſo diſpos'd with 
-a becoming Negligence as to ſhew that they, held a 
nothing; each of which diſplay'd,a Palm glowing 
with the Bluſhes of the Morning. If I. were to 
paint eyery Beauty in its proper Colour, they would J 
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Pockets. Therefore make your own, Glaſſes, 49 1 | } 
make Uſe of ſuch only: Truſt neyer à Rogue of | 
them all; and if you do not ſee clearly, you may | 
ſuſpect the Dulneſs of your e : 
the only Fault; at leaſt: may reſt ſatisfied, that you 
are. not: impoſed upon. .:;.* Qv.:,; H 
On the fifth:of May ,1720, between the, Hon 3 
of four and five in the Morning, finding..my; ſelf 2 
not diſpos'd to ſleep, I aroſe to take a turn or two 
in- my Garden. The Air was calm and ſerene, the 
Weather moderately warm, and that little Wind 
that was at Weſt- Souch- Weſt . Fhis fair Occaſi- Au 


on invited me to make Tryal of my new Teleſcope, 
and I was reſolv'd to begin with the Central Orb, 


* 


which by its: kindly- Light, and prolific Warmth, 
J had long ſince diſtinguiſhed from all thoſe religi- 
ous Bodies, which we behold, at a Diſtanee, tbo- 1 
knew not what to. call it. I. ſoon got Sight of it 
in its Meridian Altitude, being by reaſon. of 85 4 


mate, as in any other Nation under Heaven. The 


ſize of a Five- Guinea-Piegę. It ſeem'd ſtampt with 


falling 


f [9] - 
give Ideas too luſcious to come from the Thoughts 
of a Philoſopher; ſo that I ſhall veil the reſt with 
Silence, only proteſting in general, that the Maid 
Vis certainly more beautiful than any thing in the 
World beſides. | | 
When I was at leiſure a little from ſurveying 
chis lovely Perſon, I caſt my Eyes towards the 
Margin of the Medal, and diſcovered an Inſcription 
f vwhich deſcribed a Circle round the Circumference, 
5 and which when attentively view'd was this, 
© 
4 
| 


4B 


 ZCHRISTIANITY ALIAS TRUTH. I 
Further obſerv'd that as the ſhining Ball turn'd gra- 
—Aually round upon its own Axis, ſome part of the 
„ Figure began to diſappear z which gave me reaſon 
to expect that the other Hemiſphere would afford 
new Face, or Scene of Appearances: When to 
Iny great Surprize, as one Part of the Figure, by 
he ſhifting of the Globe, diſappear'd, ſo much of 
mother Image aroſe as to ſupply that Defect; fo 
1- Fat, thro' the whole Rotation, ſufficient to make 
i- zap the whole TRUTH always appear'd. If I 


1 


e as at firſt ſurpriz'd, I was ſoon no leſs pleas'd 

ſt 4 ith this continued Courſe of the ſame agrecable 

Repreſentation; to find that this lovely God- 

th Weis was unchangeable, and that this Queen of all 

Keaſonable Hearts had a much better Title to the 

er Motto Semper Eadem, than a certain Lady who once 
Pretended to it. 


18 But however by this continual Appearance of the 
me Figure upon every ſnifting of its Orb, I was de- 
vn ived of the Means of determining its Revolution; 
ny at is, what ſpace of time it takes up in coming 
ry out again to the ſame Point; For the ſame Pha- 
th being always exhibited, | had no Mark to fix 
1d ay Obſervation by : The reſt therefore muſt be 
0g Patter of Faith; and I do accordingly believe that, 
to $F [RUTH is always the fame, fo It will never 
11d Wave any Period, | 


ve B Be fore 


j 
| 
| 
* 
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miniquino's School of Athens. 


10 
Before I 1545 this Head, I muſt not forget to 3 


a 


inform my Reader that the whole Groundwork of Þ 
the Figure of this Orb, that is, all the ſpace which 
ſurrounded the extreme Lineaments of TRUTH, 
was filled with little Jots or Points, ſown thick o- 
ver the Diſc of the Globe, which did not a little 
reſemble the ſmall Protuberances of rough Work 2 
in Gold or Silver. For a more exact en of 
theſe little Phenomena, I ſhifted my Glaſſes, and 
fixed ſome in my Tubes which magnified near a hun- 
dred Times more than the former; which was pret- Þ 
ty well anſwered by the Succeſs: For now each of 
theſe minute Puna which before were ſcarce viſi- 
ble, plainly appear'd to be little Planetary Bodies; 
which probably in former Times might have de- 
ſcribed their ſeveral Circles round the Center of 
TRUTH, but were now entirely abſorpt by the 
violent Attraction of the greater Body. There 
ſeemed to be Characters ſtampt upon each of them, 
which were too ſmall to be legible; thoug the Pi- i 
Pie to which they referred were more wü F 
ling venerable old Men, in antique Habits, with hoa- 
ry Beards and chearful inſtructive Countenances. Ma- 
ny of them 1 thought I knew by their Faces; 
two of which I well remember to have often ſeen? 
among the Paintings of our greateſt Maſters, but 
could not view them ſo diſtinctly as to decide whe- 
ther they were moſt like St. Peter and St. Paul in 
the Cartons of Raphael, or Socrates and Plato in Do- 


LY 
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CHAP. . 
The H econd F here. 


, ' 229 1 l Add: 24 . . 
ceed to that which moves in the Of eye to it, 
etore I enter up- 


lar Motions, projecting themſelyes, yncertaifhly up 
lar » Projec;ng yes, yn FH 
Body of ROT H, but the Diſc of them ſo opac 


and dim that I could diſtinguiſh little either of the 


tions IN nearer to it, be alſo ſuck'd into its 


Phraſe. r 

But now I muſt deſire the Reader with me to 
caſt the Eyes of his Imagination upon the fair Pla- 
net of the ſecond Sphere, which moves in its own 
Circle next to that of TRUTH: Proximas huic, 
Longo ſed proximus Intervallo. It's full Face ſhone 
like burniſh'd Silver, and reflected a pretty clear an! 

$ agreeable Light which it received from the Rays 
of TRUTH. It appeared to my ordinary Tele- 
ſcope like a Silyer Medal of the largeſt Size, w_ 
; „ the 


_ - 
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the Lineaments of its Impreſſion ſtrongly taken. 
Upon it was expreſt the Figure of a middle-aged 
Man of a chearful ingenuous Countenance, who 
ſeemed to be aſſiduouſly employed in delineating 
ſomething with a Pencil. He was repreſented ſit- 
ting in an eaſy Chair with a great Bible before him, 
and two walking Canes lying on the Table by him. 
But becauſe I could not diſcern exactly what the 
Bufineſs was which he-was ſo earneſtly employed 
about, I took a Glaſs that magnified ſomewhat 
more, by which 1 could diſtinctly behold every 
Trace of his Pencil. There you might ſee the 
Words ECCLESIA ANGLICANA, which 


having been formerly written in Characters of 


| Gold, were now grown ſo dark and ruſty, that they 


- — * — - - 
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were ſcarce legible. Theſe the good Man, with 
much Accuracy and Pains was newly gilding over; 
and ſeveral of the Letters began even already to 
brighten under his Hand. By the flowneſs of his 
pProcee ding, he ſeemed to have been five or fix Years 
at Work. But I could not help thinking that he 


might eaſily have diſpatch'd the whole Affair in leſs 


/ Time than that, had he not been greatly incommo- 
died and interrupted by a numerous Rabble of Peo- 


ple in long, awkward, black, heavy Habits. 
One of theſe, being a horſe-fac'd hard-favour'd 


Man, led in by the Hand a well-train'd, well-diſci- 
| plin'd, gawdy, painted Strumpet, with an old fa- 
| ſhion'd Head-dreſs on three Tire high, and ridicu- 
| _— attempted to dance with her, being fidled 
to by | 
Gentlemen of the black Robe. | 
| aliciouſly to diſturb our honeſt laborious Opera- 
tor; but in the height of his Fury, not knowing W 
What he did, and thinking he had led in his Mo- 
| ther all this while, he was impoſed upon by this | 
{ impudent Whore, who tuckt her ſelf under his 
Arm, and came brazening in along with him with 
| as 


of the abovementioned 


the whole Gang 
His Deſign was 


- 


Bi} 


= much Familiarity as could be. He put himſelf 
Iro a great Heat by the Violence of his Motions, 
d by endeavouring to keep Time with his Part- 
r. He had a large birchen Rod hanging over 
left Shoulder, and a Label coming out of his 
outh, by which he proclaim'd himſelf Anglicane 
WMclee & Diſcipline Strenuus Aſſertor. The Inſtru- 
ent of Correction which he bore was an Emblem 
his having a juſt Title to the three laſt Words, 
Tat the Lady whom he was Squiring along, by the 
ering of her Grimace, and the ſcornful pointing 
Wh her Finger, ſhew'd that ſhe thought his laying 
Claim to the two firſt was a very great Jeſt. 


| 

ive others of this black Fraternity ſer themſelves 
' Koppolc his Deſign, by taking each of thema Let- 
| WH of thoſe which he had newly gilded over, and 
> Maeeavouring with a parcel of old Rags to rub them 
But, to my great Pleaſure, the more they rub'd, 
2 rhe brighter the Letters ſhone; till the ſame Envy 
s ach firſt ſer them to work ſuggeſted to them 
e reit would be better to deſiſt from this Method. 
s AF laſt they had recourſe to an old ruſty Hammer, 
- Which had been formerly made uſe of upon the like 


- EWcaſions, and was now handed about amongſt them, 


ile the Majority utter'd a confus'd Cry of Down 
= bem — Break them to pieces — Go the ſhorteſt way 
ern. — When of a ſudden, a beautiful Hand, 
much reſembling the Hand of TRUTH, as 


1- Wt of a Child commonly does its Mother's, was 
d in amongꝑſt them, and ſnatching away the Ham- 
:d WF, threw it into a Lumber Hole upon a Heap of 
as Mer old Iron. 


Notwithſtanding this, two impudent obſtinate 
Mpies, with the Greek Word which ſignifies Ten 
tten on their Foreheads; one a Fat, Full-fac'd, 
WÞ!-mouth'd Fellow, the other a Dark, Dry, Dan- 

ous Dog, took up each of them one of his 

king - ſticks which lay on the Table, and ſhook 
: them 


— c.- — a - 
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to have ſo great a Regard to the Gaiety and Faſhi' 
on of the Age, as to make themſelves uneaſy by 
not following the Bent of their Inclination, eſpe 


[ 14 ] 


them over his Oo as if the would have broke 


* 

every Bone in his Skin. The good Man could not 
chuſe but ſmile at this impotent piece of Malice; 
putting them in mind that the Weapons they bran- 
diſh'd againft him, were ſuch as he had all along 
ſupported himſelf by, and that it would be vety hard 
to make them do Violence to their own Maſter: 

that they might ſhake them as long as they pleas'd, 

and turn them about this way and that way as they 
thought fir, but they would Kill ſerve him to wal 
by, and bear him up in his intended Progreſs. Hell 
mfinuated to them, that they themſelves were buti 
weak Mortals, liable to trip and ſtumble; and ha 
if they could be prevail'd on to make uſe of theſ 
fame ſupports, they would ſoon find themſelves tolf 
walk much ſurer and firmer than rhey did: Beſides 
that they were grave elderly Men, who ought no 


cially in a Point ſo agreeable to common Senſe ant 
Reaſon. Upon this, they turn'd about to the ref 
of the Company, ſet up a loud Horſe-laugh, lait 
down the Cudgels, ſhrugg'd up their Shoulders, ant 
ſneak'd out. „ 


Leſt the Reader ſhould wonder, that in giving 


this Account, I expreſs my ſelf in ſuch Terms, a 


if F pretended' to be able to hear Words ſpoken a; 
ſo great a Diſtance, I muſt defire him with his vu; 


ſual Gentleneſs upon the like Occaſions to underſtani 
me, as only deſcribing Sentiments expreſs'd by live 
ly Looks and ſignificant Features: For indeed ſo dif 
ſtinctly did every Part of this Device ariſe upolf 
the Silver Surface that the Figures ſeem'd not on 
ly to think, but to ſpeak their Thoughts; nay 
minutely were ſome of them drawn, that they ſeen 


ed to ſpeak without thinking. The ſame Apolog 


may ſerve to anſwer for any other ſeeming Impro 
babilities of this kind, in the following Piece. 
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The Man fitting in his eaſy Chair, and new-gil- 


© ding the obſolete Letters, took up one Hemiſphere 


of this Planet; The other Figures which | menrti- 
oned, were part on the right, and part on the left 
of him, and fill'd the Reverſe. It finiſhes its Re- 
volutions ſo very uncertainly, that ir is a Buſineſs of 
much Time and Obſervation, to know how ta de- 
termine its ſeveral Periods: Nor could we have 
had Light ſufficient into this Matter, but from the 


ſcatter'd Papers of my Father and Grandfather, who 
ſucceſſively bent their Studies this Way, and have 
left us the following Account. 


In the Year 1558, being the firſt of its ſhining 


clear enough for any Obſervations to be made, the 
Letters ECCLESIA ANGLICANA were 
very plain and diſtinct: The Man with a chearful 
Countenance fate unmoleſted, contemplating the 
Beauty of them, with his two Sticks lying ſecurely 
n the Table by him; on one of which was writ- 
Nen in a ſmall Character, the Word Scripture, on 
rhe other Reaſan. And this Face of Things con- 
tinu'd unmov'd for above 44 Years, even to the Year 
1603; after which, in leſs than the Space of 
one Year the Reverſe began ro ſhew it ſell, 
and came more and more in Sight, till the Year 
1625, when it ſhone out all at once in a full Orb, 
nd continued very viſible to the naked Eye, till the 
ear 1641, when it ſuffer'd ſuch an Eclipſe from 
WF its Satellits, as made it uncapable of diſplaying; 
it ſelf for any Obſervation, till the Year 1660; 
and then, the Eclipſe going off, it ſhone forth a- 
1 gain in its former Luſtre, without having alter'd its 


ace by the leaſt variation, The ſame Appearance 


continued till the Year 1684, and for four Years 
after: only with this Difference; that for the laſt 
four Years it blaz'd with ſuch a glaring inſufferable 
Brightness, that the Eyes of the Beholders were not 
ble to bear it. We were forced to blacken our 
; | | Glaſſes 


11 

Glaſſes with the Smoke of a Candle, as they do to 
view the Sun in an Eclipſe; by the helpof which, 
toward the Latter End of the Year-1688, we could} 
diſcover ſomething very odd upon the Diſc of this 
Planet. The fore-mentioned khorſe-fac'd Man was 
very ill us'd by the termagant Strumpet which hel 
led by the Hand; ſhe collar'd him, laid her Claws 
on him, endeavour'd to trample him under her Feet, 
maul'd him moſt damnably with a Diſtaff, and in a. 
haughty imperious Tone demanded the Breeches.® 
The poor Wretch, affecting an unnatural Patience, 
and an unſeaſonable Calmneſs of Temper, bore this 
rough Treatment for a little while; but at laſt, 
finding the Blows come thick upon him, and ſee- 
ing that Madam was going to ſtride over his Body, 
in order to keep him down, he fell a ſcratching, bi- 
ting and pinching as faſt as he could, and made all 
the Reſiſtance he was able: and left this ſhould not 
ſuffice, he roar'd and bawl'd to the Neighbours for 
Help, crying Murder, Murder, in a moſt lamentable 
diſmal Tone. What wou'd have been the Reſult of 
this Scuffle I can only conjecture; for this long Period 
of the Reverſe being now finiſh'd, after having laſt- 
ed above 84 Years, the Grand REVOLUTION 
came on; ſo call'd emphatically, for having ſucceed- 
ed that long tedious Period of the Reverſe. EC- 
CLESIA ANGLICANA, and the good Man 
in the Chair again came in View, and ſo continued i 
for 21 Years, even to the Year 1710; when the) 


Reverſe came up again, and ſhew'd it ſelf in a ſtrong I lu 
Light for the Time it laſted, which (thank God) gt 
was no long Period. In the Year 1714, on then © 
firſt of Auguſt (I ſhall never forget it, for I took the e 
Obſervation my ſelf) as I was peeping thro' my Te- In 


leſcope, and ardently wiſhing that ſome Revolution 
might happen, to gratify my Curioſity z Behold! . © 
all of a ſudden it was done according to my Deſire; 
the Orb turn'd round, rhe Reverſe gradually diſap - 
| : pear'd,i 
1 


FR 

ear'd; ſo as to give me a full Opportunity of 

— * thoſe Oblervaions which, LAY rhe help 

of the family Papers, I have here communica- 

ted to the Public: And the ſame Face of 'Things, 

which 1 = in my firſt Deſcription, ſeems to con- 
II; 


tinue ftill; only the good Man, who is reyiving 
the obſolete Letters, meets with lefs Diſturbance 
every Day, and looks as if he would finiſh his Work 
before another Revolution. 1 

Before 1 leave this Chapter, it is neceſſary 1 
ſhould give ſome Account of the Satellites or Moons, 
which at ſeveral Diſtances move round this Globe; 
of which thoſe that are moſt viſible are four in 
Number. | OE 

The firſt and neareft was a bright reſplendent 
Moon, whoſe Material ſeem'd to be Block Tin. 
It glitter'd with no unſeemly Light, ſometimes 
looking almoſt as natural as Silver; at othertimes 
overcaſt with a dusky Gloom. The Device upon 
it, was, twelve elderly Men of equal Years, Con- 
JF ditions, Size and Stature, fitting at a round Table, 
all eating out of the fame Diſh, and drinking our 
of the ſame Cup. There were no Attendants, eve- 
ry one helpt himſelf, or rather wanted nothing but 
what that one Diſh and Cup afforded. They ear 


nd drank chearfully and amicably rogether, with- 
out Ceremony; and in a Circle over their Heads 
upon the Cieling you might diſtinctly read the 


ord IIPEEBTYTEPOI. It performs its Revo- 
lutions on its own Axis, at the ſame times as the 
great Planet round which it moves, as indeed the 
reſt of theſe Moons; and then it ſhews for its Re- 
verſe, the faid old men violently and rudely drag'd 
way from their Table, and perſecuted with Muldts, 
Impriſonments, Inſults, and ſometimes Death, by odd, 


uncouth Executioners cloath'd in cumberſom, black 


Habits. 7 
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ceſſantly purſued them. 
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The ſecond was a Satellit of a very peculiar Kind, 
deſcribing its Circle at a much greater. Diſtance * 
than the firſt, and reflecting a very dim uncertain | 
Light. It ſeem'd as if compos'd of Delf Ware, 
and repreſented in its Diſc a pragmatical Fellow, 
who would neither ſtand, fir, lyc, or lean upon 
any thing, but pointed to a Book that lay open at 
ſome Diſtance with the word Theander written in 
it, and bawl'd out nothing but Indè pendeo. On the 
Reverſe, his Mouth was ſtopt, and he was put in 
the Stocks by the aforeſaid black Gentlemen. 3 

The third Satellit was, to look upon, exceeding Þ 
Lucid and tranſparent z it reſembled a thin Glaſs 
Bubble ſuch as Children play with, and ſeem'd com- 
icky of the like brittle Material. It appear'd to 

hollow, and half full of Water, in which were 
a parcel of little low People, who ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be ſous'd over Head and Ears by three 
cropt Fellows, who ſeem'd by ſome particulars in 
their Dreſs to be a Weaver, a Taylor, and a Cob- 
ler. As the Reverſe turn'd up, they were chang'd 
into a Flock of Wild-Geeſe, and by diving con- 
cealed themſelves under the Water from the Jaws 
of a multitude of rugged black Spaniels, who in- 


The fourth moy'd in a Sphere ſomewhat more 3 
diſtant, the Face of whoſe Orb was ſo plain and 
equal that I could not diſtinguiſh any thing upon 


it. Its Light (if it had any) was within; and the py” 
Subſtance of which ir conſiſted was not unlike i wh 
Quickſilver, particularly in this reſpe&, that irs MI. 
external Surface was agitated with a frequent Quak- in 


ing, ſuch as is produc'd by the Fluidity of that Me- 
tal, while it is held in your Hand. 


113; 
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CHAP. II. 


| Saal - JA 
The Third Sphere. 

TH next great Planetary Body which had 

TRUTH for the Centre of its Motion, 
caſt forth an exceeding bright and ſpritely Luſtre 
and defcrib'd its Circie in an approach almoſt as near 
as the neareſt: Nay, I will venture to affirm, that 
thoſe muſt be very good Glaſſes, and as good Eyes, 
that diſtinguiſh it to be at a greater Diſtance. Its 


060 De win 


o ſubſtance was as refin'd and pure as Silver, if not 
re Silver it ſelf; and it look'd like an antique Medal 
1- ſo neatly figur'd, and caſt in ſo exact a Mold, that 
ee I was extremely entertain'd with it. On its Face 
in vas finely emboſs'd the Baſſo Relievo of a beautiful 
b- Woman, whoſe Features plainly diſcover'd that ſhe 
24 was nearly allied to TRU TH. © She was not in- 
n- deed quite fo naked, having a thin flight Cimarr 
ys hanging down from her left Shoulder, and veiling 
n- the Parts which Modeſty is moſt concern'd in; 
Xx which was from time to time adjuſted by two ve- 
re nerable old Men, who attended on each fide of her 
nd for that purpoſe. The Baſis on which ſhe ftood 
on was of Chryftal, and upon it was engrav'd G EN E- 
he Ai and over her Head there run an Arch on 
ike which was inſcrib'd her Motto, Simplex Munditiis. 
its What Spaces of Time this Planet would take up 


in performing its ſeveral Revolutions, could never 
Jas yet be determin'd, ſincè the Reverſe has never 
© once been difcover'd ; its preſent Face has been 
© cxhibired above an hundred and ſixty Years, as ap- 
7 pears by our Family Records, and perhaps much 
Jonger, tho' not before that time obſcry'd. 
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The Fourth Sphere. an 
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N the fourth Orb might be ſeen ſomething re- lu 
ſembling a large Coin of Silver Metal half ſcour'd. Wha 

It reflected its Light very obſcurely; but the Let- pa 
ters of, its Device were ęlumſily large, and render d MM 
legible by their coarſeneſs. I took the ee Y wi 
at firſt, only for a Chain of Prepoſitions, CON Aby 
and K being the two firſt Syllables; nor could aw 


I, upon the cloſeſt Application, make any Senſe of 
the whole word, tho every Letter in it was very 
viſible... Inſtcad of performing any regular Revolu- 
tion; it exhibited only a wavering kind of Moti- 
on, ineliniog ſometimes to one fide, and ſometimes 
to the other, Ne of a Pendulum. 
By which means, as the Motion was very quick, 
you. could, ſcarce diſcern, any thing exactly; but 
then more than one, Hemiſphere was expos'd to 
view almoſt at one Inſtant. The Deſign repreſen- 
red on it, was the F igure of a jolly Monk, who 42 
was, haſtily ſtripping himſelf of his Beads and Ha- 
bit, that he might be qualify'd for eſpouſing a lover i 
ly Laſs, whom be ſtogd ,ogling all che while. By 
this ſhift indeed, he OE in his, Enterprize, 
and carried off the Dame; but having in his Haſte 
forgot to throw off 4 1 and to lay aſide ſe- er 
veral ridiculous apiſh Geſtures, which he had taken rep 
from bis ceremonious Education, you might eaſily Neve 
ſee from whence he came. However he ſtuck like in 
Birdlime to his new Purchaſe, and ſeems too well {Wool 
pleas'd with the entertaining Occupation he is now bir 
ever to think of returning to that Religion rect 
which obliges any of ———— to profeſs Celibacy. ons 
On another Part of the Face of this Globe, a lit - ¶en 
tle Bird call'd a Martin was fluttering up and down ir. 
very 8 


11 


very buſily, and, as the the Nature of that Bird is, 
daubing its own Neſt wich Dirt. When this was 
done, ir feather'd the inſide of it with ſeveral bits 
and ſcraps of torn Paper,. on which might be read 
broken Fragments of the words Bull, Pardon, Iu- 
dulgence, Diſpenſation, &c. A huge Buzzard, that 


I. ¶ had perch'd it ſelf atop of the Houſe, was pre- 
t- paring every moment to make a Deſcent upon the 
d Martin; bur ſeveral princely Perſons arm'd Capapee 
n with black ſpread Eagles blazon'd on their Shields, 
Aby the Glitter of their brandiſhing Swords ſo over- 
Id Maw'd the Buzzard, that he has not as yet been fo 


hardy as to venture on the Attempt. 
llt not being the Nature of this Planet to make 
4 ntire Revolutions, I know nothing of its Reverſe; 
nd tho' it had ſeveral Satellits or Moons belonging 
Fo it, yet their Motion was, like that of their cen- 
ral Body, ſo very quick and vibrating, that I could 


iſtinguiſh nothing of their Appearances. 


CHAP. V. 
The Fifth Sphere. 


LN the next Circle roll'd an Orb, which, how- 
fie ever bright and poliſht it ſhone, you might diſ- 
ſc- ern to be compos'd of mixt Metal. On it was 
ten epreſented the Inſide of a large Hall, where 
ily everal reverend Elders were fitting as it were 
ke n Council; but the Place, as they manag'd it, 
ell ook'd more like a Packer's Warehouſe than any 
ow Mrbing elſe. For in one part of the Hall, by di- 
ion Wecdion of this ſitting Council, were ſome per- 
ons employ'd in making up huge Packs, which 
eem'd large and heavy; indeed ſuch as none of theſe. 
irectors would care to lift themſelves, or ſo much 
g as 
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ſas to a Revolution, at which times it diſcovers 
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as ſtrain a Finger about it. Vaſt Numbers of Peo | 
ple who came in were oblig'd to take them up, 
and carry them about the Country; and then 
the Maſter Packers, to give them their due, 
would affiſt very readily in laying their Loads upon 
their Backs, and ſpurring them on to a chearful Per- 
formance of their Journey. A certain termagant 
Strumpet, whom I have had occaſion to mention 
once before, was their Office-keeper, and fate be- 
hind the Door. She paſt with hem for a Saint, 
and had muffled up her pocky Face with a Hood 
ried cloſe under her Chin; 2 be ing my old Ac- 
quaintance, and having ſome particular Coquettries 
which ſhe is not able to conceal, I preſently knew 
her; and much Good may do the Company of 
Packers with her: For, as for my Part, I had much 
rather be of no Religion at all, than be under the 
Directions of any, where that impudent Creature 
has any thing to de. I don't believe the honeſt i 
Burden Bearers know any thing of the matter; but 
there ſhe ſits, I aſſure them; and if after this Warn- 
ing they will ſtill be impos'd upon by her——Let 
them be impos'd upon. 4 
Theſe ſpiritual Packers were ſo eagerly talking all 
at once, like ſo many Frenchmen, that I could make 
no Senle of their Diſcourſe; only I remember to 
have heard the word KIRK frequently repeated 
amongſt chem, from whence | gueſs'd who they 
were, and what they were about. 1 
The Reverſe of this Planet has never entirely 
ſhewn it ſelf; it has now and then a kind of a M- 


ſome Parts of irs Reverſe, from whence we may 
form an imperfe& Notion of the whole. A haugh · 
ty old Man, with an authoritative-Look, a cloven- 
pared Cap on his Head, and a Sheephook in his Wl 
Hand, firs on a Throne, The Colour of his Robes] 
reſembles that which Nature has given to the Mag- 
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pve; and multitudes of the Vulgar preſſed about 
0+ | Him, to receive ſome ſecret Virthe from the 
IP, ouch of his Hand, as I ſuppos'd, which he laid on 
en their Heads; for, unleſs ſome Benefit be conferr'd 
ue, Apy it, they are Fools for making ſuch a Pother about 
on Mit, and He very idly employ'd about ſuch a Hand- 
er- Wover-Head Buſineſs. As I was ſollicitous with my 
ant elf to be inform'd what this meant, and who the 
jon mock Prince upon the Throne might be, a certain 
be · ¶Urunken Fellow of the Company, who could hard- 


int, y ſpeak for the Hickups, I believe inetnded to have 


bod Wold me what I deſired ro know, but could utter 
\c- Wothing but E--pis--cup-- which he belcht ſo often 
ries n my Ears that I was ſick of hearing it; and fo I 
ew ontented my ſelf with concluding, they were a 
of jotous tumultuous Crew, who being heated with 
ch pme intoxicating Liquor, were diverting themſelves 
the Pitch this Farce-like Repreſentation. The Times 


ure Ihen this Niſus to a Revolution ſhews it ſelf ſtrong- 
, are when the ſecond Sphere is revers'd; and its 
Fcriods are determin'd at the ſame Time. 


CHAP. VE 
b The Sixth Sphere. 
ated 


they | HE next Circle was deſcrib'd by an Orb, that 
a glow'd with a thick reddiſh Light, ſuch as the 
irely Moon ſometimes reflects, when ſhe is juſt mounted 
Ni- Pove the Brim of the Horizon, and gilds the ea- 
vers ern Clouds with her ruddy Beams. If we could 
may ppoſe it Material, it muſt be taken for a Ball of 
1gh- Wrniſh'd Copper, curiouſly engraven all over with 
ven- tique Figures. There you might ſee a reverend 
| his der magnificently habited, ſitting on a Throne, 
obes id feeding all the Infants that were brought to 
Hag- f him, 
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Gripes in his very Arms; others puk'd an 


| behave himſelf ſo as to diſpleaſe Him. 1 


24 
him, with an odd fort of Pap, that look'd like Lamb: 
wool made of Claret. Some of them died of the 


puk'd ſo often upon their Bibbs and ſwadling 
Cloaths, before they could be brought to take 
down, that they reſembled fo many little Bacchus“ 
Nor did their poor fond Parents, who ſtood b 
while the Ceremony was performing, think then 
fit either to live or die, till they had been thus ini 
tiated into the World,  _ 

The reverend Elder, who was employ'd in thi 
Affair, had the Word Patriarch embroider'd in larg 
Letters on the Borders of his Garment; the Cap 
the Enfign of his Dignity, being put on his Heag 
by a great fierce Turk, who ſtood menacing ov 
him all the while with a drawn Scymiter, and read 
to ſtrike it off his Shoulders, if at any time he ſhoulf 
On another Part of this Globe, were deſcrib\ , 
two Companies of fainted Fathers, with each on. 
them a diſtinguiſh'd Champion at their Head, w 
were engag'd in a Game at Billiards. They ſtruc 
their Balls againſt each other by turns with muc 
fierceneſs; and tho' I could plainly perceive, th 
each Ball had ſomething written on it, yet ſo haf 
were they in their Play, that I could ſcarce get , 
Opportunity to read what it was. At laſt, the FA 
thers being almoſt tir'd, condeſcended to play a li. 
tle flower, and then with one of my beſt Glaſl 
I could diſcover upon one Ball the Greek Wo 
ao, and on the other 6,5;—— and, there being ll. 
other Mark than this to diſtinguiſh the Balk, 
my part I wonder'd they did not often mitſtal 
each other's, it. requiring very good Eyes to perceif 
the difference between them. What each contell 
ded for, was to touch the King, or force his Adveſ 
ſary into a certain ſtrong hold call'd the Pocket 
by which means he is ſure to gain his End. I four 

the 
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they held their Sticks ſo awkwardly, and were both 
ſuch very Bunglers at the Game, that they might 
have ſtruck eternally at each other's Balls, without 
making a true Stroke, or ever deciding the Conteſt 
that Way; but ar laſt the ou Bungler of the 
two, if there was any Difference, n— by 
Chance to touch the King, gain'd his End, and tri- 
umph'd over his Adverſary, Which Triumph was 
perform'd in fo inſolent and indecent a manner by 
the Victor and his Party, that I am almoſt a- 
ſham'd ro mention ir, All rhe Billing/gate foul Lan- 
uage they could invent to caſt upon their conquer'd 
nemies, was not thought ſufficient; they ſpit upon 
them, tore their Cloaths off from their Backs, and 
made them fly naked and diſtreſs'd out of the Houſe. 
l ſuppoſe they us'd them thus, the more effectually 
o drive them out of the. Room, that they might 
ecure the King and Billiard-Table to themſelves: 
Hut let their Deſign be what it would, I think they 
cebaved themſelves the leaſt like Gentlemen, of any 
F cople that ever I ſaw in my Life. | 
This is all that J have to aommunicate concerning 
oy his Planet; not having view'd itoften enough to know 

ben it makes its Revolutions. If I had not ſeen 
ne, I could not ſo exactly have diſcover'd the Phe- 
omena of all Parts of it; but I have nor ſufficient 
rounds to determin which Side of it is the Proper 
a8 acc, and which the Reverſe, and ſhall therefore 
od Weave it to the Deciſion of the Judicious Reader. 


CH AP. VI. 
The Seventh Sphere. 


HE Planetary Body that preſented it ſelf next 
to my View, appear'd like a large Globe of 
D Braſs, 


and Gold that the Avarice of many Ages has been 


the keeneſt cutting Scythes; as well for Pomp and 
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Braſs, which glar'd with a Flame- like Brightneſs: 
Notwithſtanding which, inſtead of giving Light, 


it rather dim'd the Eyes of the Beholder; and like 
an Ignis Fatuus wou'd ſooner miſlead, than guide 
the Traveller aright. However its figurative De- 
vice was very conſpicuouſly contriv'd, and the whole 
Deſign might be ſeen thro? at one View by a pene- 
trating Eye. Thelewd Woman, whom J have had 
Occaſion to mention once or twice before, is here 
publickly and ſplendidly kept, for the Pleaſure and 
Diverſion of Emperors, Kings, Princes, Prieſts, and 
infinite Multitudes of People. Her Chariot is the 
moſt ſumptuous and magnificent that can be imagin'd, 
richly adorn'd with all the Barbaric Pride of Jewels 


able to amaſs together. The Orbits of the Wheels 
are ſhod with Diamonds, and the Spokes arm'd with 


Ornament, as to cruſh and cut in Pieces all that 
ſtands in her Way. The Lady had ſtrangely disfi- WF 
gur'd her ſelf by the very Artifice which ſhe had 
us'd for Embelliſnment; and as in a truly beautiful 
Face, it is a Poetical way of ſpeaking, to ſay, the 
Lillies and Roſes contend for the Maſtery, ſo in this 
fulſom gaudy Creature might there be ſeen as ridi- i 
culous à Contention; for the Spaniſh Red glowing . 
in her Cheeks, and her Forehead bedaw'd with Plaſter Fx 
of Paris, like a whited Wall, made (as a great Pain- 
ter calls it) a very ſwearing Mixture. Her Chariot 
was drawn with Aſſes, who follow'd one another in 
the fame track very readily, and (conſidering the 
Nature of the Beaſt) went as if the Devil drove 
them. The Coachman, who to make himſelf look 
the taller, wore a Cap three-ſtory high, inſtead of a i 
Whip, had only a couple of old ruſty Keys tied to- 
gether by a ſtring to drive with. And indeed, as | 
he manag'd them, he would every now and then 
give his Aſſes ſuch a damnable Bang with them, "| 
would 


would make them ſtare again, and keep them very 
circumſpect from time to time in the Performance 
of their Duty. 921 OTE 
Between the Lady's Legs, upon a little low Crick- 
et, ſate the Man who has render'd himſelf fo fa- 
mous for his great Dexterity and Sleight of Hand 
in the Affair of the Bag and Hen. He thew'd the 
Company a little white Ball, which he held between 
his Finger and Thumb, on which was written the 
Word TRANS; and without any: withdrawing 
of his Hand, or the leaſt perceivable Motion of his 
Fingers, only by muttering two or three Hocus po- 
cus Words, he. bid us look again, and lo TRANS 
was chang'd into SU B, and S U into TRANS, 


Jas often as the Company requir'd ir, to their great 


Surprize and Amazement. At laſt both Words ap- 
pear'd together, and he wrapt up his Ball in a lit- 


Mie piece of Dough, and then with only one touch 
f his Finger turn'd it into a live Creature: this live 


reature he put into his Mouth, tho' it was as big 


gsa Man, chew'd it and eat it alive, and ſwal- 
ow'd it down with as much caſe as I could eat a 
Pittle morſe] of Bread. I knew there muſt be ſome 
. WD wpolture in the Caſe, tho' I did not directly know 


nere to fix it: bur at laſt, by watching my Gen- 


leman very attentively, I obſerv'd that every now 
nd then he dipt a little Whisk in Salt and Water 
nd flirtcd it in the Face of the Company: This ei- 
ber by itching or ſmarting, I can't tell which, ſet 
bem all a rubbing their Eyes till they almoſt rub- 
Ned them out; and in the mean time, the cunnin 

+ nave made them believe they ſaw him do all this. 


What is farther very curious and particular, in 


elation to this Planet, is this, (viz.) That tho' it has 
ever yet had any entire Revolution ſo as to give an 
opportunity of diſcovering its Reverſe, yer I had 


he Satisfaction to get a view of it after a very ſur- 


„ing manner. As ſolid as at firſt it appear'd to 


Ws 4 be, 


Wiles of a Harlot, and doat upon a painted Sepul- 


been caſt in a Mold that gave no diſagreeable Re- 
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be, with a well · ground Glaſs I ſaw quite thro' it; 
and diametrically oppoſite, on the other ſide was the 
Reverſe plainly to be ſeen; which was this: Old 
Lime, whom I knew by his Forelock, very nimbly 

| | Cyrtring the Clouds with his unwearied Wings, bore 


| 
| c 
in his Arms the ever-blooming, beautiful, lovely 4. 
lethen. I diffolv'd into ſuch. an ecſtatic Rapture at 
the glorious Sight, that I "had like to have o- MW d 
verlvokr a curious Volume which ſhe held open, Ml g 
which by its Title on the' Top of the Page ap- v 
pear'd to be The Book of Life. Hippy, happy Days! A 
when this adorable Maid ſhall uncloud her Charms 
to the whole World, and with her ſubſtantial Beau- 
ties engage the Hearts of that deluded amorous 
People, who are now enſnar'd with the alluring 


chre. O Time redouble your ſpeed, bring hither 
the Goddeſs: and place her in open Light, upon a 
Pede ſtal of eternal Adamant, that all People, Nati- 
ons, and Languages may behold and worſhip Her a- 
lone, and for ever diſclaim and abjure the Idol Dei- 
ties of a thouſand Conceits and Faſhions which blind 
Superſtition has invented. 28 4 
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CHAP. VIII. 
The Eighth Sphere. 


HIS Planet, which moves in a Circle not far 
diſſtant from the laſt mentioned, reflected ai 
dusky Twilight fo dull and heavy, that I could not 
help thinking, as to its material Subſtance, it reſem- 
bled a Bullet of Lead. However, it ſeem'd to have 


prefentation. A fly Fellow, cloath'd after the Tur- 


kiſh manner, with a. Turbant on his Head, hs: F 
cOu 1 


29 


it; could neither write nor read, was diſcourſing to an 
the innumerable Audience upon the Nature of Happi- 
Od neſs. Both his Ears were fill'd full of Peaſe, which 
bly a hungry Pigeon from time to time came and pickt 
ore out. He was ſeated on a Sofa of the richeſt Stuff, 
J. and pointed to a Dome at ſome Diſtance in the 
ar Clouds, which was not unlike what the Ancients 

o- 8 deſcribe for the Temple of Venus. All the Paſſa- 
ges to it, and Portico's round about it, were throng'd 


en 

ap- with Pairs of happy Lovers. The Gardens and 
ys! Avenues ſwarm'd with Beautiful Perſons of both 
rms Sexes; whoſe _— Eyes declar'd they were 
au- Wcontinually melting with Raptures of each other. 
-ous Their Enjoyments, inſtead of cloying, ſeem'd to 


Wenew their Defires, and their Vigour improv'd 
From every Attempt that was madetodeſtroy ir. Like 
bat Giant whom Hercules himſelf could not kill by 
Howpreſſing him ever ſo hard againſt the Earth; 
=D ccauſe, tho' his very Breath was ſqueez'd out, he 
und his Cure in only touching that Ground that 
i- ad wounded him. Wines of the moſt delicious 
Flavour courted their Taſte, which either guſh'd 
om the Pipes of agreeable Fountains, or roll'd a- 
Ing thro' the flowry Graſs over Pavements of Am- 
Per. In ſhort, all that can be imagin'd of an unin- 
rrupted ſenſual Happineſs, was here to be found; 
=F cur'd and warranted by eternal Youth, Beauty, 
8 ove and Inclination; ſo that I could not forbear 
eſiring to be tranſported to this Heaven of Hea- 
ens, this Paradiſe of Pleaſures, of which I had ſo 
t far igh a Taſte, and ſo compleat a Notion. But when 
ed a <colicction had ſcrew'd me up a little from that 
not Melaxation of Bliſs | was fall'n into, I found that all 
ſem- is was bur a Caſtle in the Air; a mere Dream 
have WF Þich the Impoſtor had entertain'd upon his Sofa 
Re-Nelow, and having painted it in ſtrong Colours, had 
Tur- er'd it to be hung up there to amuſe the People 
who ith, as a ſubſtantial real Thing. In ſhort, the 
-oull WF whole 


lutions, it has never been once obſerv'd to vary af 
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whole Matter was an impudent Piece of Forgery; 
But as the Generality of Mankind are deceiv'd in | 
this Caſe ſome Way or other, I think thoſe who 
are under the Deluſion before-mentjon'd are not the 
leaſt happy. They are not requir'd to believe Non- 
ſenſe or Incomprehenſibjlities, but agreeably enter- 
tain'd with the delightful Proſpect of unbounded 
Pleaſure; tho' in Truth it is only an Expectation 
ariſing from a falſe Promiſe. They are not bid to 
torture and vex themſelves here for I know not 
what Happineſs hereafter ; but, if they deſerve it, are 
made to believe that hereafter they ſhall be immor- 
tal in the continual Enjoyment of thoſe Pleaſures 
which human Nature takes moſt Delight in here; 
and in this reſpect, I rake their Religion to be prefera- if 
ble to all thoſe which are as * Impoſtures, and 
have not ſo much as one reaſonable Expectation to 
ballance their Abſurdities. But I have ſufficiently if 
enlarg'd upon the Phaſis of this groſs unwieldy Pla- 
net; whoſe Figures I cou'd never have perfectly 
diſcern'd if they had not been curiouſly varniſh'd o- 
ver with bright and lively Colours. As to its Revo- 


— 
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hair's Breadth from its preſent Station; perhaps it 
may be too heavy for any other Body to influence 
it: but thus it has ſtood for above a thouſand Vears; 

and its Motto is Stat Religione Parentum. 6 4 


CH AP. IX. 
The Nunh Sphere. 


HF, laſt of all the planetary Bodies of this 
Syſtem was of a truly Saturnine and gloomy i 
Complexion. Its exterior Aſpect gave the Colour 


of old ruſty Iron, ſo that it may not improperly be 


ſaid 4 8 


this 


and, as they were attracted by the magnetic 


Force of TRUTH, ſeparated by the Way, and 
gd hered again in ſeveral new Bodies according to 
be ſeveral Degrees of their Homogeneouſneſs : So 
hat acquiring a new central Vigour of their own 
„rom the cloſe Adheſion of their Parts, they found 


L 3100 


ſaid to confiſt of that Material. By its wither'd and 


the hollow fiſtulated Sides of this 


decay'd Look, it may reaſonably be imagin'd to 
have exiſted prior in point of Time to any of the 
reſt. Irs Surface was exceeding rough and rocky, 
and, as we ſhould fay of a piece of common Iron 
eaten in by Time, very much honycomb'd. W hence 
this ſhouid proceed cannot eaſily be accounted for, 
without allowing of this Conjecture of mine, viz. 
That this Planer was once the neareſt to the great 
Central Body of any; by which I don't mean that 
it was at a leſſer Diſtance from it, but that there 
was no other Body between them. I ſuppoſe all the 
Planets beforemention'd to conſiſt as it were of extra- 
vaſated Matter, which has at ſeveral Times run from 
reat ancient Bo- 


Ny. The more refin'd Particles of which its Sub- 


ance conſiſted, have as it were evaporated from 


Wn Averſion to return to their old Mother Body, or 


g i d tend any farther towards TRUTH, according 


Ws the Quality of their Nature was more or leſs He- 
4 :rogeneous to either of them. And this Hypotheſis 


ay ſerve to account for the ſeveral Diſtances of the 


hole Syſtem; ar leaſt, till ſome more probable one 


e advanc'd. 


As for its Device and Motto, it had properly 


4 eaking neither, For all that appear'd of the one, 


omy i 
lout 
\ be 

ſaid 


twelve different Companies of People, each di- 


Inguiſh'd by a particular Standard; if yer they 
Pight be call'd Companies, who were diſpers'd up 


d down the craggy Mountains of this Planet, and 


chering the little Particles of rich Ore, which be- 
of a very cloſe and contiguous Nature, had been 


lefc 
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left behind in the a0 of the Rocks, 87 the Ger 
Fugitive Planets, I might poſſibly have known 
more of the Nature of this Body, and the Polity of 
its Inhabitants, if I had underſtood 2 96 in 
which Language there was a large Motto upon each 
of the twelve Standards; which yet to me, Who un. 
derſtood it not, was no Motto at all. 

As for its Revolutions, it is continually rolling : 
and turning about on irs own, Axis, and is ſuppos d 
to have been in this unſtable Condition near fixteerl 
hundred Years; nor can we form any Conjecture 
when it is like te fix. And here cloſe we our Qt 
ſervations upon this Syem 
All other religious Bodies whatſoever, either onlf 
this Globe of the Earth, or in any other Part of thi 
Univerſe, may be ſuppos'd ro be ſomething like rh 
fix d Stars: They have nothing to do with thi 
Syſtem; and if they belong to à particular one off 
their own, they are at too great a Biſtance from th 
Sphere we live in, to fall yagge che en op; ou 
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